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PACE Queens City Council Candidate Questionnaire 2013 
 

Candidate’s name: _______Jon Torodash___________________________________ 

Campaign Address: ____12325 82nd Ave. #5T________________________________ 

City: ______Kew Gardens_______  State: __NY_  Zip: __11415__ 

Campaign Phone: __347-762-1112____ Campaign Fax: ___________________ 

Campaign Email: ___jon@jontorodash2013.com_______________________________ 

Office Sought: ___City Council_______ Party Affiliation: ______Civic Virtue____ 

Name and title of person completing this form: ___Jon Torodash_____________ 

 
Before PACE’s specific questions, here are some broad underlying principles from both 
our sister chapter, NASW-New York State Chapter, which covers the rest of New York 
State other than New York City, as well as our own priorities. 
 

• NASW-NYS is concerned about a range of issues that affect the quality of life for 
all people in New York State, the ability of social workers to provide quality 
services, and the allocation of public funds for these services. NASW-NYS 
supports the development and maintenance of services and the allocation of 
public funds to meet the basic human needs of all New Yorkers and the 
maintenance of critical human rights protections needed to assure their equitable 
treatment. 

• NASW-NYS is committed to ensuring that every New Yorker has access to the 
resources and services necessary to maintain at least a minimum standard of 
living through social safety nets such as the welfare grant, Medicare, and 
Medicaid. 

• NASW-NYS advocates for a health care system that provides access to health 
and mental health care for all New Yorkers, without discrimination based on type 
of diagnosis, type of health plan, or financial status. 

• NASW-NYC’s priorities include addressing issues related to social work licensing 
in New York State, advocating for funding for student loan forgiveness, as well as 
assuring that the public, including government, human service programs, and the 
media, understand the value and contribution of professional social workers. 

http://www.naswnyc.org/PACE
mailto:PACE@naswnyc.org
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• NASW-NYC believes that the issue of poverty continues to be a major problem in 
New York City, yet, it is not being adequately addressed. We see the response to 
poverty as too often “being swept under the rug”. One remedy to this is for 
NASW-NYC and members of the social work profession to bring issues relating 
to poverty more fully to light. Thousands of social workers in New York City work 
with people who live in or near poverty and are intimately aware of the 
challenges that low income creates for individuals, families and communities. 

• While poverty is a major issue in its own right, we also believe that understanding 
the relationship between poverty, diversity and multiculturalism in the City is 
essential, along with the oppressive nature caused by all of these factors, in 
combination. The intersection of these issues in the lives of the people of New 
York also needs to be our concern. 

• We would add to these points that world climate change threatens the well-being 
of all the world’s people, and expect that candidates for public office will develop 
policy platforms on state and local environmental issues such as fracking while 
promoting national and international measures as well. 

 
 
In addition to our interest in your policy platform or legislative history in regard to 
these issues, please provide a brief answer to these specific questions: 
 
 
Income 
 

1. New York City has one of the highest per capita incomes in the country. However, 
the level of income disparity is alarming, with poverty and homelessness at record 
levels. How would you advocate for all New Yorkers to enjoy the benefits of the 
wealth generated by our society? 
 
New York City has had annual revenue of about $70 billion in recent years, which is 

quite near its historical peak, inflation adjusted, despite the financial crisis and 

continuing economic sluggishness. A sustained investigation into agency spending 

and allocation reveals that billions are being squandered outside of the public 

purposes for which it is intended by the spirit of the law  

2. What is your view of the current New York City tax system? 
 

NYC’s tax system is unfair on a number of fronts: property taxes have risen steadily 

for over a decade, affecting middle and working class residents directly and through 

rent hikes and higher retail prices. Meanwhile, about 7000 select high profile 

properties are tax-exempt according to the IBO, depriving the city of $650 million in 

lost revenue. The sales tax, nearing 9% on just about all goods, is highly regressive. 
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Labor 
 

1. How do you define a living wage in New York City? What, if any, policy changes 
do you propose or support regarding wages in NYC? 

 
I would like to see a more authoritative analysis of relative purchasing power. I 

believe the dollar amount of a living wage should be indexed to adaptable measures. 

The implementation of the living wage law should be as follows: all businesses 

should be compensated the entire cost of the living wage, in excess of the NY State 

minimum wage, as a tax break so as not to worsen unemployment 

 
2. Do you support a paid sick leave policy for New York City workers? Why, or why 
not? 

 
Yes, for businesses over a certain size, in most industries. The cost of the paid sick 

leave, like the living wage, should be borne by the city as a tax break to businesses. 

 
 
Health 

 
1. In January 2014, the Affordable Care Act of ObamaCare goes into effect, in which 
all Americans are expected to be enrolled in health insurance. What do you envision 
as NYC government’s role in implementing the Act and assisting City residents in 
accessing health care?  
 
There will be a significant financial impact on New Yorkers as cuts to Medicare and 
higher taxes on the “Cadillac plans” of municipal workers goes into effect through the 
ACA. NYC will likely need to require greater civil service contributions to healthcare 
premiums. The city should be investing in primary health care centers to alleviate the 
strain on emergency rooms, and make the opening of new hospitals to replace those 
that have been closed under the Bloomberg administration a top priority. With the 
elimination of pre-existing condition lock-outs, many more individuals may be 
entering the system. We need to aggressively pursue preventative care for all ages 
in order to head off huge intervention and palliative costs. 
 
2. We share a commitment to the public and individual health of this city’s residents. 
How would you ensure that the health care needs of all New Yorkers are met, 
especially pertinent in consideration of the closure of St. Vincent’s Hospital in 
Manhattan and the recommended closure of Long Island College Hospital in 
Brooklyn? 
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See above. More health care facilities of all sizes are needed. The city’s population 

continues to grow, and we are losing, not gaining, in medical infrastructure. This is 

not sustainable. 

 
3. What is your position on protecting a woman’s right to reproductive choice?  Do 
you support women’s access to emergency contraception? 
 
I support the full suite of options for reproductive choice, without undue barriers, for 
women. 

 
Housing 
 

1. How would you describe the current housing situation in New York City? What 
housing policy changes, if any, do you propose? What is your view of the 
gentrification of many city neighborhoods? 

 
New York’s housing situation is a major source of economic woe and squandering of 

productivity. Fraud in subsidized housing and tax breaks/rezoning/no-bid contracts 

for large developers is robbing the city’s coffers and mutilating its neighborhoods.  

 
 
Criminal and Juvenile Justice 
 

1. What is your opinion on New York City’s current “Stop and Frisk” policy, and 
what, if any, changes in this policy would you propose? Do you feel that the present 
practice of “Stop and Frisk” is an effective deterrent to crime? 

 
We need to stop allowing politicians and other bureaucrats tell police how to do on-

the-ground police work. To that end, I would like to see the criteria for performing 

Stop and Frisk clearly defined, and I want politically motivated quotas removed. 

However, I oppose a wholesale banning of “Stop and Frisk” or any other select 

police tactics. Officers must be allowed to conduct their duties professionally, under 

clear guidelines that can be communicated to the public. I support professionalism in 

every branch of civil service. 

 
2. What, if anything, should be done on gun control? 
 
Unfortunately, the majority of illegal gun usage in NYC will likely continue until there 

is comprehensive Federal legislation. I do not foresee improvement while states with 
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lax gun buying laws provide a steady market for traffickers to bring them into city 

limits. To mitigate the problem, I call for greater support for undercover police work, 

greater incentives for informing the police of illegal possession, serialized tracking of 

all bullets sold, and stiffer penalties for crimes committed with firearms. 

 
 
 
Education 
 

1. What is your position on the heavy emphasis of standardized testing in New York 
City schools? What is your stand on the controversy regarding teacher evaluations? 
 
Standardized testing has become a scourge in education at all levels. It is 

acceptable as a limited use diagnostic tool to better understand student needs, and 

may be helpful on a school by school basis to help staff determine the efficacy of 

their policies. Data already shows that student academic performance on 

standardized tests is a statistically unreliable metric for teacher evaluations 

 
 
Hurricane Sandy Aftermath 

 
1. What are your plans on how to address the needs of the victims of Hurricane 
Sandy? 

 
The City must acknowledge that certain areas are flood prone and rethink hasty 

efforts to rebuild infrastructure the same way as before. The problem is tied to the 

larger growing crisis in affordable housing citywide. First and foremost, better 

attention should have been paid to transportation in order to keep afflicted 

communities and their members as productive as possible, and assist aid workers in 

delivering help. 

 

 

Social Services Provision 
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1. How do you envision the City government's role in social services provision, as 
the Mayor oversees the Human Resources Administration as well as homeless 
services? 
 

HRA, DHS, NYCHA, and other agencies provide an important social safety net 

during these difficult times, but they have been plagued by fraud and scandal. With 

city revenues and budgets that continue to tighten under a prolonged economic 

slump, the greatest gains in providing quality social services will be found thorough 

comprehensive audits into agency spending and contractor payouts, freeing up 

potentially hundreds of millions for the people who need it. 

 
2. Many of the City’s non-profit contracts are set to expire. What steps would you 
take to ensure quality continuation of services in this economic climate? For 
example, would you support cuts in the following: 

 
a. after school programs? 
b. child care programs? 
c. senior centers? 
d. public libraries? 
e. music and arts school programs? 

 
Public libraries can be adequately funded by unifying them under a single works 

project large enough to qualify for capital budget allocation. The other programs with 

a clean track record and community support can be funded as part of my general 

call for the city to stop funneling billions into subsidies to developers, and ending no-

bid contracts.  

 
 

Social Work Professional Issues 
 
 

1. The student loan forgiveness program for master level social workers, who work 
in critical human services specialty areas in which there are staffing shortages, 
including gerontology, mental health, substance abuse, child welfare, domestic 
violence and HIV/AIDS, is now funded at $2 million. Would you support raising the 
appropriation to encourage social workers to work in these critical areas?   

  
Yes, but only if the applicants and the programs they apply to are adequately vetted. 
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2. The current New York State Social Work Licensing Law requires that all NYS 
social workers take and pass (at 75%) the Social Work Licensing Exam by 7/1/16. 
How do you feel about the efforts to grant exemptions to certain agencies, delaying 
raising the level of services available to the needy? Extensive efforts have been 
made to eliminate cultural bias in the examination and to have it reflect an ability to 
practice in the field. Do you favor using supply and demand to solve the problem of 
the shortage of licensed workers? 

 
I support the grandfathering in of all licensed social workers by exemption from the 

requirement if licensed before 7/1/16, and rigorously removing cultural bias irrelevant 

to the duties of social work. I do not however, support an exemption to passing the 

exam after that on the basis of the demand. High need areas are equally deserving 

of quality controls on service providers. I do however, support loan assistance, or 

even forgiveness, and potentially other support measures for individuals entering 

these high need areas. 

 
3. Schools of social work can potentially be a resource in forming social policy. How 

willing are you to support other initiatives designed to reinvest in social work in 
NYC, such as see a possibility for collaboration between schools of social work 
and city government?  

 
I would need to examine the initiatives on a case by case basis. City government 

partnerships could be instrumental in providing excellent training and recruitment for 

budding professionals. 

 

General City Council Questions 

 

1. What committees would you prefer to serve on? 

Education, Oversight and Investigation, Economic Development, Contracts, 

Transportation, Small Business 

 

2. Is there any current legislation or a relevant issue that interests you in particular, 

given the Queens neighborhoods you seek to represent? 
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Issues requiring legislation that particularly affect Queens: overdevelopment in 

communities, protection of small businesses, and affordable housing needs 

 

3. Please share any future aspirations you may have. 

I never aspired to enter politics. The continued worsening condition of the city on 

several fronts for its residents has spurred my interest in local affairs, and it has 

become plain to me that much of the problems are due to conflict of interest, waste, 

and fraud. The cornerstone of my campaign is open and honest government, and 

freeing up billions of squandered dollars – through investigation, civic awareness, 

and new legislation - for the betterment of all city residents. 


